Cytologic diagnosis of amniotic fluid embolism. Report of a case with a unique cytologic feature and emphasis on the difficulty of eliminating squamous contamination.
A case of amniotic fluid embolism diagnosed cytologically from maternal right heart blood in a patient who survived is presented. Eosinophilic granular material with adherent leukocytes was present in abundance. This material has not been previously described in this setting. The difficulty in eliminating squamous contaminants, which might easily be interpreted as originating from the amniotic fluid, is discussed.